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Thank you for your recent download! I hope you enjoy using it in your classroom 
with your students. Please note that it is for use in a single classroom only. If 
you would like to copy this product for more than one teacher, please purchase 
additional licenses available for a discounted price. I love to hear feedback about 
each of my products. Feel free to email me at thirdgradegiggles@gmail.com to 
leave feedback, too! It is easy and you can earn TPT credits on future purchases. 
I look forward to hearing from you!

Hi, I’m Jeanine from Think Grow Giggle! I have loved 
spending the past 17 years in the classroom teaching! I 
graduated with a bachelor degree in Elementary Education 
and American Studies. I hold two master’s degrees; one in 
educational technology and one in reading instruction.  I am 
currently teaching 5th graders after spending 16 years 
teaching 3rd graders. I am certified to be both a 
classroom teacher and reading specialist. I enjoy living by 
the beach on Long Island and spending free time with my 
husband and children. 

© Jeanine Schneider, ThinkGrowGiggle All Rights Reserved
Purchase of this item entitles the purchaser the right to reproduce the pages 
for use in their own classroom. Duplication for multiple classrooms, grade 
levels, entire schools or districts, or for commercial use is strictly prohibited 
without proper consent from the author. Uploading this product fully or 
partially, to the internet is a violation of The Digital Millennium Copyright Act. 

You May: You May NOT:

Follow me to find out about new products, 
sales, freebies, and fun teaching ideas!
Blog: http://www.thinkgrowgiggle.com/

-Use this item for your own classroom.
-Copy this item for use with your students.
-Purchase additional licenses to share.

-Give/copy this for others.
-Post this in any form on the internet.
-Change any part of this document.

http://www.thinkgrowgiggle.com/
https://www.instagram.com/thinkgrowgiggle/?hl=en
https://www.pinterest.com/thinkgrowgiggle/
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Grow-Giggle
https://www.facebook.com/ThinkGrowGiggle/


Fonts and Graphics By:

You Might Also Like:

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Kimberly-Geswein-Fonts
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Mollie-Jo-Fonts-Growing-BUNDLE-3383820
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Educlips
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Endangered-Animals-Research-Project-Distance-Learning-2498215
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Biography-Report-Template-Distance-Learning-2475727
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/50-off-Digital-Nonfiction-Reading-Response-Choice-Board-Distance-Learning-5353060
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/50-off-Digital-Reading-Response-Choice-Board-Distance-Learning-5338734
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/A-Perfect-Blend
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Creating4-The-Classroom


Below is my go-to, tried and true at home writing activities that kids love and will actually 
do! All you will need to implement these writing ideas at home are paper or notebooks, a 
pencil, and a few common household items. Read more about each idea below.

CREATE A WRITER’S SPACE
Children thrive with structure, if possible, create a fun space for kids to write at home. 
This can be a corner in their room, a desk, table, anyplace that they can go to and know it 
is time to write! Don’t have a space to use? Grab an old shoebox and fill it with writing tools 
your children will need like paper, a notebook, pencils, and crayons. Then they can take that 
box anywhere to write!

MAKE BULLETED LIST
Have kids keep a list of all the different activities that they do each day at home in a 
journal or notebook. Simply put the date at the top of the list 
and have kids create the list. Some activities may be 
everyday tasks, like made my bed, while others may 
be more exciting like, went on a nature walk. No matter 
the task, have kids record them all. This simple activity 
not only helps kids to write each day but by creating 
this list, they are actually creating a brainstormed list 
of “seed” ideas that they can later turn into narrative 
writing pieces. If you have students complete this during 
a school break or summer vacation, be sure they bring this 
notebook back to school so they can use these ideas and 
expand upon them.

LET’S WRITE AT HOME!

J9schneider@ThinkGrowGiggle



DESCRIPTIVE WEB
Have students select any household item and create a descriptive web in their writing 
notebook. To do this, they simply write the word of the item they are describing in a 
circle and create a web of descriptive phrases about it using their five senses. You could 
also give more specific directions about what to write about such as a special toy, a 
piece of fruit, or something that fits in your hand. 

FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE AROUND THE HOUSE
One writing skill that students love to practice is using figurative language. I don’t know 
what it is, but kids love to write similes and metaphors, pack a sentence full of alliteration, 
and write using personification and exaggeration. Have children find an object in their 
home and write about it using figurative language. They can simply write a sentence with 
one form of figurative language or a paragraph with several.

WRITE ABOUT READING
Since students are expected to read every day, why not have them write about what they 
read. This does not have to be a long task at all! Keep it simple and have kids write a 
sentence or two that summarizes their reading, something that they learned, or a 
prediction that they have. Just a quick response to practice writing at home each day. 

LET’S WRITE AT HOME!
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DAILY JOURNAL
I love having students write in their journals each morning. While sometimes there is a 
basic prompt such as, write about your favorite food or something you did over the 
weekend, I usually let students free-write. This is an easy activity for children to do at 
home, too. There is no right or wrong way to write in a journal, so just let them be 
creative. 

Tip: If you find your child is stuck and does not know what to write about, give them three 
minutes to draw a picture in their journal and then have them write about their drawing. 

CREATE AN INSTRUCTION MANUAL
Have children keep a procedural writing journal of all the things that they did while they 
were home over break. They will not only be practicing “how to” writing skills, but they will 
never be stuck for an idea. They can write directions for ANY TASK they did that day 
including making a bed, brushing their teeth, washing dishes, building a Lego set, reading a 
book, really anything! To motivate children to write, have them create comic book style 
illustrations to match. If students complete this activity while on break from school. 
encourage them to bring in their writing when school begins again and “teach” their peers 
how to do something they are good at! Since this a writing project, it will take several days 
to complete.

LET’S WRITE AT HOME!
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A PICTURE IS WORTH 1000 WORDS
This one is simple! Grab any photo, even a digital one saved on a phone or tablet and 
have the kids write about it. They can write about what happened that day, a 
descriptive piece about the setting, or even a short story. Kids love using pictures to 
write, so why not use ones that they know a lot about already to get them writing?

JUICY WORD JOURNAL
In my classroom, we call out of the ordinary words “juicy words.” This could be a 
descriptive adjective, a new word that they found in a chapter book or a very 
scientific vocabulary word they learned during science class! Simply have kids record 
the word and its meaning in a journal and before long they will have a dictionary of 
new words that they not only love but will actually use in their own writing.

BE THE PARENT FOR THE DAY
Let the kids pretend to be the adults for the day, at least when it comes to writing. 
When and why do parents need to write each day? Maybe you have to write a grocery 
list, a recipe, or an email. Let the kids help or do all the writing that is needed that day. 
There is nothing better than using parent role models to encourage writing at home.

LET’S WRITE AT HOME!
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DON’T FORGET THE OTHER GENRES
Writing is so much more than a narrative or essay! Encourage your child to think about 
something that they love and write a poem or song lyrics about it. They can also 
complete writing activities with a purpose like writing a friendly letter or note to a friend 
or family member, or an email to a company requesting information or asking a question. 
Any form of writing is great writing practice!

LET’S WRITE AT HOME!

J9schneider@ThinkGrowGiggle
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